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ARTILLERYMEN.
In the Making. |

YOUTHFUL ENTHUSIASTS

At the =nd of June laal, some hundreda of |
It:udnu In the North “ydney area wera draft- |
ed to the Clilzen Porees. Yesterday, at Holds- |

warthy, these youpgsters proved Chemsalves
eMicient srrillerymen, And they earned thae

pealge of the Base Commondant, Osneral
| Arand, whe was @ keei speclator right

through the shooling.

Thise lods, formine the Tih Australlisn Fleld
Artillery Rrigade, ariillery tralnees frum the
|.‘hrthm-u Suburbs, eoteted on o coulse of
tralning on Saturday last. To-day ther
“bhreak camp,' and make way for Lhe traloees
from the Newcastle disirict, Eome 300 lads
not on* ovir 19 yeara of ags, in command of |
Lisut.-Cal. Callighan, entersd eamp, full of |
enthusinsm, They wore heen lo hnow how
| to handle the big guns, to know their mech-
anism, and to be abls to shool wall. They
comprised the 26th and 27th Hatterles, and
the L0th Howitsars, and ther had four guns
in each battery. Thelr general knowledse
was gulned only at the usunl drilla.  Thelr
practical knowledge begnn lnst Baturdey, apnd
thoy had their frst “taste’” of big gua Oring
;uurﬁu. All thelr knowledge was gnined

y voluniary effort. The Iads belng Keen
and entbusiastle, gave a wenderfal amount
of mitentlon to detall. They scon |earned
range Bnding, sighting, hmbering up, dashing
in apd out of actica, and the varlous ex-
ploaive shells used,

T phooting yestorday was carried  oul
il Ideal conditions, though towards midday
s stropg wind was blowing across the roop.d.
General Brand, General Lisyd, Brigndier
| Uemeral Palilips, and & large number of tha
|;*umnmt sial officers were prasemt. It wam
(dmcided that the Lralness, together with thelr
|oiflcars and non-commissio cffloora, nhould
oATry oul the shooting, wu ised only by n
permanent officor at each Fun Lo ses Lhat thera
was noe poamibility of ar-ident, First the ZGih
end ITLh betteries “dashed Into actlen,” find-
Ing the range at 3000 yarde nasd high
sxplosive and ghrapos) shells, and thelr suc-
conn at Anding the targets was remarkable for
bezinners. Oeperal Rrand wns warm In his
eiillogy of the lade, and eéxpresssd the opinlon
that with three months of tralning the Inda
would be equal to seesoned artillerymen. The
distapces werg varled, ss well an tha targeis,
put the boya still conlinusd to shoat with sue
cuss. Mot one of the & shots fired could be
doncribed am bad; every one. bad It been In
aetual-warfare, would have wrought consider-
atle havoo on am epeiny. Then the boys Him
pered up snd galioped away, to be repinced
by the 16Tth howitzer battery. Thems Goyw
were shoollag At targeta whiob Lo Lbem were
{-¥lalble, the direction belng glven by ihe
oficers. Though at fArst they were a hitle
sgtow ia Anding the larget, once they got it
they Wnpl “f‘.-“d the hita recorded Wars very

numersus, One of the Iads on Xo. 3 mel
with & palnful acoldent from tha 1 of the
Eumn, mmasboed in the face. He wan al-

tended to by his comrad and flortunately
was not seriously Injured. e shooling con-
cluded befors 5 pm., npd the lads retorned
to camp, axtremely satisfied with their frst

ﬂuul‘ﬂl‘lm




ARTILLERY FIRE.
Spectacular Night Action.

HOWITZERS AT GREEN HILLS.

Big suns spurted fre, bowitsar shalls
whistled essrily and then e-r-r-rumped =t
Holdsworthy Camp en Mobday night, whes =
battery of bowitzers rushed mia actiom to
repulse the stiack upon the outposis Ly an
imuginary swsmy.

Horses In the ensmy'y area, when they heatrd
tha scream of the ghells, gmlloped towarda
the besvy timber, and the Tew cattls in the
ares followed madly, for nizht Aring of ariil-
lery tmd pot taken place st Liverpoc] simce
the war.

Throughout the wesk, (he Tth (North Syfdoey)
Brigade of Austrellan Field Arilllery, com-
manded by Oolens] 4. C. Belmes, D.8.0., which
jg now undergving s asmual cight days’
entnp traluing nt Holdeworthy, has been BEbi-
ing en imaginary battle againet a&n smemy
which luoded st Wollougnog Ilest week, and
which sinve them bad sisadily sdvanced. On
Mondsy evening about § o'clock this ewemy
launched an atinck agalnst an outpost sitoated
five milea trom MHoldsworthy. Immediataly,
Lieutenant A. Brownpe, the offiver in charge of
the ocutpost, Mt twe E.08. Versy lights. A
bugle at eamp sounded the alarm, and 1n less |

than iwo minutes gunpners wete In positlom )
apd the glapt Haihl tractors WwWere Tushing
inte mction st & Epesd of 20 miles per haur,
Trainee officers worked oul the Tange amd
slevaiton by s series of caliulntions andl in A
very few minutes high explosive shealls, sach
weighink 3§ poasds, wors being hurled at the
enemy four and five: miles nwuy

The burst of Anmes [rom the bowltzers and
tha sxplosion of the shells furnished an awe-
inspiring spectacle, Feminisoent of Flanders
The whals mamssuvrs, svcording to Cnlonel
Selmes, o veteran officer of the Boar War and
thy Great War, was performed (n & most
greditable mammer by the tralmesa, who
theroughly snjeysd 1. By 830 sm. the enemy
attaek had besn repaloed. and sa hour latar
the tralness wers im

Testerday morming it was found that the
snsmy had epirenthed In the hea timbar
near the [Mawarrs-road, pome fve AWAT,
and sl ths “mere heur,' #.30 o'cleck, four bat-
teries of 15-pounders moved ts Gresam Hills.
n & wtyls worthy of wetsrans, uniimbared,
hurried thelr Bborses out of sight of anamy
seroplanes, and commenved Bring at the af-
trenched

SDOmY.

The shooling was particulerly aceurats, al-
though the target was #0000 yards distant, and
1ittls pofts of dust showsd the ssemy (renches
wors axpariencing & bad tims. Afler a Lime
the battieries sfivanced 1304 yards and again
pounded the airsady-battered tresches. Dup-
ing the sfiermoon the howitzers cams loto

! which ther pow performed with sil ihe speed

artton aguin snd ferther haressed the Fo-
treating =homy,

Briendier-Oeneral T. H. Todis, Buse Con- |
mundant, who was sccompanied by Calons]
T 1L O Williams snd Colonsl Jammes, w.t-
nessed the shooting vesterday. Genoral Dudds
palil & iritiute e the sficioncy and disciplins |
of the trainees. Me said tBat they had showuw |
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palil & iritinte e the efecioncy and disciplins |
of the trainess. He said LBat they had shown |
marked Improvemsnt in thelr work, much of

and mecuriey of permansat forve troops. The
pebaviour of the 3 troops In the brigede
had alepo been evxemplary.

The night shooting, |t was explained by
Colonel Belmes, had hesn carried out lar Lhe
firet time during eitizen force tralning io Chis
Etate, and ita object waa to Elvyg the Lrainess
sxperience ander rsal service conditions
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GUNNERS’ SKILL.
Work at Holdsworthy.

ARTILLERY MANOEUVRES.

The culminating manoccuyre of o vear's in-
tonslve training of ficld artillerymen was staged
st Holdsworthy on Baturday, when two 18-
pounder batteries and & howitzer battery con-
centrated thelr fire on an enemy stronghald,

The maupeuvee wis made under conditions
of warfnre, and the ve, which was almost
three miles from the batterios, was completely
hidden from the gun crews by intervening
ridges and bushlund.

SHELL-FROOF “0-PIP" USED,

The bettery commandors took up positions
in w specinlly eonstructed, shell-proof “o-pip.”
or observation post, 2000 yards ln sdvance
af the puns, and commanding » cliear view
of the “eniemy lerritory.” The order to earr
ot the bombardment, given by Lieut -Colone
E J. Pope, mmumding officer of the Tih Field
Brigude of the lst Division Artillery, was con-
veyved to the battery commanders, It was n
brief command LW ooteentrate the fire of the

25th nnd 2Tth 18- er batteries wod the
107th 4.5-1nch tzer battery on s positlon
I beed.

Battery commanders and (he officers re-
sponsthie for laying the pune had provioasiy
agreed on oa “eero line” and 88 soon as the
order was recelved the former calealited tho
positlon of the objective, supposed, af course,
to be an enemy stronghold, In relation to tho
“serg lne,” and passed this intelligence on
to the gun crews, two miles pwaly, by means
of radio telephany, Por this purpose, the co-
operation of the 1st Divisional Signallers, who
wire nlpo In camp, wias enlisted, and they lo-
stalled iwo mobile BT, units, one ab the ob-
servation post. and the other near the bat-
teries.

DESTRUCTIVE BOMBARDMENT. t

Before the concentrated bombardment could |
proceed it was npecessary for each battery to)
“shoot in for line” The result of each lhm.i
was checked by the battery commuonders ot
the observilion post, and the necesenry adjust-
ments to range were wirelessed through and
made pn the guns—until they had been tralned
an to the objective, This operation wae quickly
carried out at the cost of only a few shells
from each gun, and the way wis clear for the
concentrated bombnrdment to in. ‘When
the order was given the guns blased away,
and hnd there been any enemy in the
arca concentrated upon, they would have hsd
o very bod time, for the o wis battared

to pleces.
The whole shoot was under (he direct super-
vision of Colone] E. J, Selmes, commanding
officer of the 1st Division Artillery, who Iater
expressed great satlsfactiom with the work of
the men. The shooting, he sadd, was excellent,
and in that respect was typieal of the camp
which had fust been eoneluded. The behaviour
of the men hed been splendid, and the en-
thusissmn of remarkably high order. Major
A, M Forbes, Biafl Corps Instroctor of Gun-
nery, also withessed the shooting, and sadd
the direction of the officers nnd the gun drill
of the men left nothing to be desired.
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WILLOUGHBY DRILL HALL.

Most Efficient in the
' Commonwealth.

The Tth Brigads, Australlsn Peld
Artillery paraded on pire Day st Wil-
Intighby for the ofeial of thelr new
he tt:rr;id_::it:uhut-up. Iﬂl-drmﬂ.m and

men
'l::-t: eredit not only %%r bt
i their country.

Colone] lmhg.l.a,. VD, the divisonal
commarder, performed the opening ceremony.
“In every oountry,” he sald, "the are
generally coneeded to have mn In pat-
rivtism, and that love la best shown in the
service ench and all ean give to the land
which ensbles them to enjoy lfe, free and
untrammelled  Bervice here to-day is lﬁ;
fied In the voluntary training whh:g the
are freely and gladly giving, and, parents and
citizens, 1 do earnesily ask for your co-opern-
tion In making the service of those s [ree
and acceplable an honour to you, as well as to
themselves In the doing.

It was & military function, pure and simple
There was no cheering, The men were turned
about. the 18-prunder guns fired & salute, the
trumpets sounded, the men agnin turned
smluted, and were dimmirsed tudﬁlln mm of
purc::lta and friends and prow show them
round.

The drill hall {8 said to be the finest estab-
lshment of the kind in the Commonwealth,
and in case of necessity eould accommodate
the three batterles comprising the brigade, in-
cluding personnel nnd horses, for an indefi-
nite perid. The property and materinl are
worth over E£200.000, Stabling accommoda-
tion ia provided for from 20 to 30 heorsea,
far traln PUrPGSES.




