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Subject:
SEC: UNCLASSIFIED:- Photos of Hamel Incident 
At approx 1050h the Regt was a firing Regt IN (immediate neutralisation) mission at Charge 7 in spt of C/S 24 when a HE round in the breech of Bravo Det 107 Fd Bty appeared to function prematurely. A loud bang, flash and cloud of smoke ensued with the barrel being thrown 10m into the air, the breech shearing off from the barrel (and landing near the ammunition shelter), the top of the sight shearing off, the cam net frame being thrown 10m to the rear, and the recuperator being thrown 20m forward of the gun. The detachment had 20 rounds prepared and these started to catch alight.

Prompt action by the surrounding detachments put out both the fire in the ammunition, and the fire on the No 4 (including cutting off his smouldering cams).

Injuries sustained were mercifully very light with shock being the major injury. In addition, the No 2 was injured by the breech as it flew rearwards and has a suspected broken hip. The No 3 was hit in the face by fragments of the sight as it shattered.  All members suffered from inhaling the super-charged air as it was expelled form the barrel/breech. The luckiest man in the world is the No 7 who was standing by the ammunition shelter next to the breech's final resting place.  He emerged from the smoke cloud unscathed and apparently only having lost his watch (blown off by the blast).

The SATO has placed a ban on the use of M739 fuses and all HE proj. From his advice it would seem that initial indications are that the detonation was a secondary explosion i.e. the round did not high order, but this has yet to be confirmed. The round exploded not far from the commencement of rifling i.e. it had just left the breech and commenced its movement up the barrel.

It appears that the primer was cleanly struck, and as the round was the third in a method of 3 Rd FFE it is unlikely that there was any obstruction in the barrel. The rearward section of the round remains in the barrel, less its driving band. The fuse and the forward section of the round have yet to be found.

The gun is effectively written-off. The tyres have been shredded and the trails are badly damaged. The two equilibrators are facing skywards with much of the remainder of the super-structure of the gun missing. Debris is scattered over a 40/50m radius.

Report 2

Subject:    SEC: UNCLASSIFIED:-Incident at TFTA Townsville 28 May 02

Here are some pictures from the recent gun incident and initial investigation comments.

From the physical evidence on the ground I can only preliminary conclude that the ammunition appears not to be at fault.Whatever happened in the breech did so behind the projectile which again leads me to the preliminary findings that there was either an obstruction preventing the projectile from travelling along the bore (unlikely) or there was a flaw in the barrel (breech end) of the weapon system.  
This gun has the second most EFC's of those in the Regt however the Gun Record

Log gives it a clean bill of health and indicates all maintenance and Servicing has been regularly conducted.  I recommend a thorough engineering and technical investigation of the gun.

Basic information is:Part of the projectile is intact (without filling) in the severed part of the barrel and the cart case intact is still in the breech, Where the barrel split is approx 1 projectile length from Cof R, where the barrel appears to have "bulged" and subsequently split.
There appears to have been No High Order detonation - hence the minor injuries sustained by the crew.
