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FROM TIIE COMMANDING OFFICER
7TH FIELD REGIMENT

2000hasseenasubstantialchangeinpersonnelrepresentingtheGunners
on tt e northem side of the harbour. lfCOl Ray Brennan has handed the

n gi-""t over and taken up his appointment as an Instructor at the

n"Eio*r Training centre at Holsworthy. I thank LTCOL Brennan for his

"fflrtr whilst at tf,e helm and the great shape that the unit was left in when

I assumed command in January. Of other appointrnents' MAJ-Shaun

ff*Jirg has relinquished the job of BC HQ Bty to CAPT Steve Bennett

so that he can concentrate on th. many responsibilities of oPso. Both

f ieldbatter ieshavealsowelcomednewBCs,MAJAndrewo'Brienat
113 and CAPT Andrew Attard at 28. WOl Phil Matttrysen has assumed

his role as RSM and provided great support and advice throughout the

y"*. iirr"" August tre iras been away tom ttre unit, posted as RSM of the

bp"r"ti*"f SJarch Battalion involved in the ADF's commitrnent to

sripport the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic 9*"1' WO2 Scott

Driscoll and wo2-'Paddy' McGarry both arrived at the unit this year as

tt " n"* sMIGs, and have since worked tirelessly for their respective sub-

units, especially during the absence of the RSM'

2000 was alwaYs going to be an 'unu

CO of an artillery regiment. Traini

sense of providing indirect fire sup

occurred. Instead, the focus for 7 Fd

ADF, has been towards PreParing fo

i" tf,! Syat.y 2000 Ofympic utid ftdy*pic Games - OP GOLD' The

first six *ootttr of 2o0o has seen the majority of unit personnel tained in

op".uiio"A search techniques over a number ofblock training periods and

confirmatoryweekends.Bet,weenAugustandNovembertheunithashad
over60GRespersonnelinvolvedindifferentaspectsofthe.o.perational
Search Battalion, including CAPT Worboys perfomring.the job of XO 8

coy, u, well as varying teigths of commitment by soldiers to the search

ptatoons and reserve "i*piti.t. ryryltt this commitment to OP GOLD

iras been the priority for Z fd Regt this year, the absence of artillery firing

exercises hasenabled other personnel to also focus on other activities.
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training facilities.
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Next year will also see 7 Fd Regt lead the 8 Bde commitment to the two

week-Exercise Pacific Reserve in Hawaii. To compound this high level of

activity, many key unit members will be moving on at the end of 2000'

MAJ Harding is posted to ATSOC in Canberra, CAPT Wood is posted to

Land Headqriurt"tr, wo2 Bill Rowe is also heading to Paddington as the

RQMS of the newly-formed 1 MP Battalion. others to move on include

ttt"-cctr, wo2 Tim Jones, CPL Dom Adams, and LCPL Josh Brandon.

As I write this, there is no intention by SCMA to replace many of these

ARA staff because of the army-wide shortage of such personnel and the

higher priority requirements of I Div units. To all of these personnel

mluitg otr at the ind of the year, as well as to those remaining at7 Fd

Regl, i thank you for your commifinent and endeavours over the past

year, and wish you good soldiering in the future'

The past 12 months have been extremely busy for 7 Fd Regt. It has seen

an eier-increasing demand being placed upon all commanders to ens6e

that the unit meets its significant commitment to the largest peacetime

deployment of ADF perionnel in Austalia's history; support to the

Syan.y 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games. As well, the continuing

issue of recruiting to the GRes has required a significant and sustained

commitment from the unit. With the new year bringing both a welcome

return to our traditional role and the competing requirement to provide

personnel to the Brigade's commitments to Rifle Company Butterwoth

and Exercise Pacific R"tttut, the next 12 months will undoubtedly prove

to be even busier for 7 Fd Regt. We would not want it any other way!

Ubique.

P.I. BROAD, RX'D
LTCOL
CO 7 Fd Regt


