d
\0\ / 75
’\Q . ,09
-Yendoo-
%o = ety

e,'q‘lstralian N‘“\

1988

Vol 1 NO 2

7 Fd Regt RAA Association,¥arrane Road,¥11loughby NSW 2068




Page |

Our President Max Falconer comments:-
As we look back at the Association's activities during’

the last yearand approach our next A.G.M. | am happy to re-
port a ver pleasin§ year, some of the highlights of which
are:- In August 1987 representatives of our Association
attended an assembly of representatives of most of the kno-
wn Artillery Associations in N.S.W. at the School of Artill-
ery. This assembl¥ assed a resolution that all these Assoc-
iations should af'ifiate with the R.A.A. Association with
the aim of encouraging intercommunication and mutual cooger—
ation between all the Artillery interest groups within the
state of N.S.W. This motion is now being implemented.

The Association members badge was designed and made avail-
able at $5 each, our thanks go to Lt Col Staziker for his
efforts in this regard.

Another successful reunion was held in October at the Will-
oughby Legion Club, where a very happy evening was spent by
the majority of our members.

A mixed social function held in March at the same venue was
not as well attended but those gresent had very pleasant
evening which included music and dancing.

Your committee meets reﬁularly and most committee gersons
are regular attenders. Matters resolved and in.hand are:-
Action policy in regard to deceased members.

Restoration and Breservation of an original banner which
belonged to 3rd Division Artillery in %.W.l.

Pregaration of an Honour Board listin%_the Re&imental Com=
manders since the establishment in 1916 in W.W.1. This to
be displayed at the Regiments H.Q. depot.

Membership now stands at 127 with 11 life members, we would
like everyone to sesk out past members and associates and
endeavor to have them join our association.

Thank you all for your support in the year past and looking
forward to a successful year to come.

6330030360 303363

NOTICES,.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. THURSDAY 28 JULY 1988.

7.30 pm at WILLOUGHBY DEPOT
PLEASE ATTEND PLEASE ATTEND @ PLEASE ATTEND.

1988/89 éubscriptions are now due -- $5.00
Association BADGES available now at $5.00

ANNUAL _REUNION- - Friday 7th October 1988 at
Willoughby Legion BOWLING Club.

Details later.
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PERSONAL PROFILES. oy SENTOR VICE PRESIDENT.

Lieutenant Colonel G.S. STAZIKER. RFD. ED.RL.

Stuart Staziker was born at Forbes N.S.W. on the 15/1/38,

and educated at FORBES Intermediate High School, Newington
College and Sydney Technical College.

His career has been diverse, egcomgassinﬁ Caltex 0il in Aust-
ralia and the United Kingdom, Shell Oil Refining, Dermide
Australia, Bliss Welding Products and Vane Australia, where
he is currently the Office Manager. It is interesting to

note that on joining Caltex Oil _in 1956 he worked in the Acc-
ounting Department with 7th Fd Regt identity Maj Laurie Hind«
marsh.

Stuart's military career be%an with the School Cadets in For-
bes, progressed in the Air Training Corps at Newington and
finalgy got serious when he was conscripted into 13th Nation-
al Service Training Battalion at Ingleburn in January 1958.
He was posted to 23 Field Regiment where he quickly qualified

for lst Appointment, was promoted Znd Lieutenant and posted
to GunPosition Officer in June 1959. In the years that follow
ed he filled most officer postings in 23 Fd Regt, commanded
all its sub-units and became the Second in Command under the
late Colonel Michael Burée. He took command of 133 Locatimg
Battery in July 1981, and C.0. 7th Fd Regtin July 1983 and
was posted as the Artillery Instructor on Senior Course at
the Reserve Command and Staff College in Jul{ 198
During 1963 and 1964 Stuart was_seconded to lst Regiment
Royal Horse Artillery (Honourable Artillery Company) in Lon-=
don for eighteen months and then undertook a further second
ment of a month with 25 Medium Regt in Germany. A course at
the Royal Schgol ofArtiller¥ , Larkhill was a highlightof his
stay in the UK. In April 1971, he undertook a CMF Observer
trip to South Vietnam where he was seconded to 12 Field Regt
for three weeks,
On January the l4th 1988, Lieutenant Colonel Staziker retired
after thirty years in the Army Reserve. A highlight of his
last days in the army was bein% invited by a friend of many
years, Bgigadier J.E, Colvin. AM. RFD. ED. to be the Review
ing Officer of the lof 88 Recruit Course passing out parade.
This.parade was.held within a month of the 30th anniversarg
of his own passing out from the 13th National Service Tng Btn
Stuart is the founder and Preident of the 23 Fd Regt Associat-
ion, founder and Senior Vice President of 7th Fd Regt R.A.A.
Association, President (elect) of the R.A.A. Association and
a comﬂittee ﬂegger of Felmor? Br%nch of the R.S.SBL.of Augt.

: i his wi of twen ears, t i
IERESE i e, D ithe of Cuenty yaues, Mg Fesice




Page 3.
" THE WHOLE STAFF VOLUNTEERED "

In the first week of June, 1917, the 3rd Australian Division,
then part of 11 Anzac Corps, was making final preparations
for the Offensive at Messines, scheduled to commence on the
/th of June, The Operation was timed to start at 3.10 a,m.on
that dax, with the exflosion of nineteen Mines on Messines
Ridge, An intense Pre.iminarz Bombardment had commenced on
the 3lst of Ma; and five Australian Field Artillery Brigades
including The /th A.F.A. were taking part.

The Messines Offensive was the first Magor Operation for the
3rd Division A.I.F. and all ranks were determined to prove
that, although less experienced, they were in no way inferibr
to the older Australian Divisions.

26th Battery,7th Field Artillery Brigade, commanded by Capt.
T.A.J.Playfair was in action in Ploegsteert Wood. Danny
Herbert, The Battery Trumpeter, made the following entry in
his Diary on the 2nd of June:-

ers S verﬁ heavy bombarding but mostly by us.Volunteers

to go over %hind the Infantry in the Push were called for
from the Staff . The whole Staff volunteered, so five men
were drawn for ". {

FURTHER COMMENT IS NOT NECESSARY.

B R R R T ST S
THIS IS OUR QUIZ FOR THIS ISSUE.

uestion 1. . : .
Q When were the designsations of the various State y

Regiments of the R.A.A. discarded and, henceforth
there was but one Regiment of the R.A.A.?

1
1

Question 2. 1p the R.A.A, the ranks below sergeant were cor-
poral (2 stripes) and bombardier (1 stripe).In
what year did the change to the present struct-
ure occur?

Question 3. yhen was the Royal Australian Artillery created?

Question 4 When did the comfonent parts of the gunners,
the Royal Australian Field Artiller{ (RAFA& and
the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery(RAGA)
cease their segarate identity and were re unit-
ed as t?e R.A,A. reverting to the pre 1911 sit-
uation :

Question 5 wwhat year was Militia artillery, The Australian
Field Artillery (AFA), included in the R.A.A

Answers are to be found further on.,
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RETIREMENT.

W02 R.C.M. (Danny) Toplis, a well known identity at Willoughby,
retired from the Army Reserve in January 1988 after 36 years
service in 7 Field Regiment.

Presentations were made to Danny at a Testimonial Dinner at
Willoughby Legion Club, attended by many serving and former
members of the Regiment. (See photos below).

All members of ths Association wish Danny well in his retire-
ment from the Army Reserve and trust that his interest in the
Unit's history and membership of the Committee will ensure
that we see a lot of Danny in the future.
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Above:- L to R.Dann Toglis,John Balfour,Col Chris Hogan ’
and Max Falconer.
Below:— W02 Peter Muir recalls some of the highlights of |
Llanny .5 career. ‘
i




